
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                         Prof. Dr. Rıfat ATUN 

Prof. Dr. Rıfat Atun is one of the world’s leading experts in the fields of global health policy, 
health systems transformation, and innovation management. A medical doctor by 
training, Prof. Atun also holds MBA, DIC, FRCGP, and FFPH degrees. He continues his 
academic career as Professor of Global Health Systems at the Harvard University T.H. 
Chan School of Public Health, where he provides global strategic consultancy on the 
restructuring of health systems, the development of financing models, and the scaling of 
innovation to maximize social impact. Having spent a significant portion of his 
professional career in the United Kingdom, Prof. Atun has held senior leadership roles 
within the National Health Service (NHS). He has gained extensive experience in 
healthcare integration, performance management, quality improvement, and the 
implementation of innovative health solutions. During his tenure at the NHS, his work on 
healthcare markets, new service models, and system efficiency became reference 
resources that guided various components of UK healthcare reforms. Prof. Atun is 
internationally recognized for his projects conducted with the World Health Organization 
(WHO), the World Bank, the G20, the OECD, and various national ministries of health. He 
has consulted for over fifty countries on health financing, access to healthcare, the 
development of innovation ecosystems, and strategic planning. In these efforts, he has 
focused particularly on strengthening health systems in low- and middle-income 
countries, managing epidemiological transition processes, and implementing 
sustainable financing models. With exceptionally high academic productivity, Prof. Atun 
has published numerous scientific articles, books, and reports on health systems 
transformation, large-scale policy implementation, the adoption of innovative 
technologies, and health economics. His work has been featured in distinguished 
journals such as Nature, The Lancet, and The BMJ, contributing models to the literature 
that shape global health initiatives. Furthermore, he has served on various Lancet 
Commissions, leading international teams in developing policy recommendations for 
cancer, infectious diseases, HIV/AIDS, health innovation, and global resilience. Prof. 
Atun’s research focuses on evaluating health systems not only in terms of clinical 
outcomes but also regarding their impact on economic growth, social development, and 



societal well-being. His work in areas such as digital health technologies, AI-based 
clinical decision support systems, the scaling of health innovation, and sustainable 
financing strategies has served as a guide for the health strategies of many nations. Today, 
Prof. Dr. Rıfat Atun is regarded as one of the most influential figures in the global health 
arena at both the academic and policy-making levels. His endeavours to make health 
systems more resilient, inclusive, and sustainable continue to resonate significantly on 
the international stage. 


